
Rock Valley Chapel Open on May 31, 2020 
 

The Elders are very excited about opening our blessed church this coming Sunday, 
May 31. It’s been some two and half months since we last worshipped the Lord 
together and we are delighted that we are able to finally come together. 
 
Having said that, the Elders and Staff have worked hard and carefully to provide a 
safe environment for us to worship.  We are mindful that the Covid-19 virus is still 
in our community and continues unabated.  To that end, we are conducting a 
“soft” opening this Sunday and perhaps for the following Sunday as well. 
 
The following guidelines will serve as our best attempt to find a good balance of 
worship and safety for all. 
 

1. Please take personal responsibility for yourself.  If you are sick, or 
uncomfortable coming to church, please stay at home and watch our 
service on our YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfcfdRQLWGG9zlDarKkI1Xw) where 
we will livestream our services. 

2. There will be no Sunday Schools; Hospitality or Nursery Care for at least the 
first two weeks.  

3. Everyone is welcome to wear masks and/or gloves; and we will provide 
some of each at the church building. 

4. We will have ample hand sanitizers available. 
5. Drinking fountains will be covered but we have bottled water if you need 

water; please ask Emily or an Elder to assist you. 
6. In the sanctuary, we ask families to sit with each other, and everyone to 

stay at least six feet from someone who is not in your family. 
7. Our greeters will stand outside and greet people but bulletins will be found 

on chairs throughout the sanctuary; feel free to take as many as you need 
we can always make extra copies.  

8. An offering table will be provided in the back of the room instead of our 
usual offering plate passed along rows. Feel free to make use of it at any 
time before or after the service. 

9. If our sanctuary is filled with over 25% of our seating capacity, we may need 
to ask some people to sit in either the café or the foyer where seating will 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfcfdRQLWGG9zlDarKkI1Xw


be available. The Elders will make this determination and will ask families 
who have been pre-identified to sit outside the sanctuary. 

10. The Elders will not be greeting people as they depart the church, and at the 
conclusion of the service, we ask people to leave being mindful of 
appropriate distancing. 

11. The staff (Pastor Tim, Aaron, Connor and Emily) will be careful to avoid 
being too close to others for your protection and theirs.  I (Pastor Tim), will 
come into the sanctuary just prior to the beginning of the service and will 
remain in the sanctuary after the Benediction. 

 
We realize these guidelines may seem onerous for some, and too loose for others.  
We understand.  The times have changed greatly, and our goal is to come 
together to learn from God’s Word, sing praises to our King and enjoy some 
degree of fellowship; if even from somewhat of a distance.  
 
We ask you to continue to pray for us as we seek to find a good balance between 
fellowship and safety for our church and the community in which we live.  We 
want to worship the Lord together and be good neighbors as well.  
 
Thank you for understanding, and please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions whatsoever.  
 
I am thrilled to be able to see many of you for the first time in a long time. And 
while I will not be able to embrace you as I would like, I am grateful that we can 
still worship together in these somewhat limiting conditions.  
 
In the end, we are still so incredibly blessed; wouldn’t you say? 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you on Sunday.  
 
For the Elders, 
 
Pastor Tim 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


